Feast of Faith

The Liturgies of Holy Week

Holy Week is the culmination of the liturgical year.
During these holy days, the liturgy will lead us, with
Jesus, to the depths and to the heights.

It begins with a harsh juxtaposition, as we carry palms in
remembrance of Christ’s triumphant entry into Jerusalem
and then listen to the Passion according to Matthew, as
the King is handed over for crucifixion. Then, on Holy
Thursday, we remember the night Jesus was handed
over—the night he gave himself for us and to us, to live in
our midst forever in the sacrament of his Body and Blood.
On Good Friday, we touch with our hands the mystery of
the Lord’s cross, the instrument of torture that has become
the tree of life. Then, at the great Easter Vigil, the lighting
of the paschal candle speaks to us of the triumph of light
over darkness, of life over death. The resurrection of the
Lord becomes a living reality in our midst as the
catechumens for whom the Church has prayed throughout
Lent are plunged into the mystery of Christ’s death and
share in the glory of his resurrection. These are indeed
holy days, the culmination of the Church’s liturgy, and an
invitation to participate in the very life of Christ. Come,
let us worship.

—Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

God has chosen me!
_He called me to the
mexdar.ess:bl_e happiness
of being his minister,
another Christ.

St Leonavrdo Murialdo-

19th-century wayward Italian who discovered
profound peace in the Sacrament of Confession;
founder of the Congregation of St. Joseph
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Readings for the Week,

Is 42:1-7; Ps 27:1-3, 13-14; Jn 12:1-11

Is 49:1-6; Ps 71:1-6, 15, 17; Jn 13:21-33,
36-38

Is 50:4-9a; Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31, 33-34;
Mt 26:14-25

Chrism Mass: Is 61:1-3a, 6a, 8b-9;

Ps 89:21-22, 25,27; Rv 1:5-8; Lk 4:16-21
Lord’s Supper: Ex 12:1-8, 11-14;

Ps 116:12-13, 15-16bc, 17-18; 1

Cor 11:23-26; Jn 13:1-15

Is 52:13 — 53:12; Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13,

15-17, 25; Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9;

Jn 18:1 — 19:42

a)Gn 1:1 —2:2[1:1, 26-31a];

Ps 104:1-2, 5-6, 10,

12, 13-14, 24, 35; or Ps 33:4-7, 12-13, 20-22;
b) Gn 22:1-18 [1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18];

Ps 16: 5, 8-11;

c) Ex 14:15 — 15:1; Ex 15:1-6, 17-18;

d) Is 54:5-14; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13;

e) Is 55:1-11; Is 12:2-6;

f) Bar 3:9-15,32 —4:4; Ps 19:8-11;

g) Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28; Ps 42:3, 5; 43:3-4 or
Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 or Ps 51:12-15, 18-19;
h) Rom 6:3-11; 1) Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23;
Mk 16:1-7

Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Ps 118:1-2, 16-17,
22-23; Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8; Jn 20:1-9
or Mk 16:1-7 or (at an afternoon

or evening Mass) Lk 24:13-35

Monday:
Tuesday:

Wednesday:

Thursday:

Friday:

Saturday:

Sunday:

Holy Week,

For the Palm Sunday Gospel, we return to the Gospel
according to Mark. The account of the Passion takes up
nearly one-third of Mark’s entire Gospel and, of all the
evangelists, he is the one who presents the details most
graphically. He depicts the humanity of Jesus most
intensely, describing his sufferings thoroughly. Mark
portrays Jesus as a complete fulfillment of the “Suffering
Servant” of Isaiah, the obedient, humble slave dying on a
cross of whom Paul speaks in Philippians. But it is
important to remember that we call this “Holy Week” and
not “sad week” or “suffering week,” for each of the
readings today, even the lamentations of the psalm, end in
the promise of the strength and hope that is granted by
God to those who faithfully give of themselves in love.
As we enter into this week through these readings, we
must reflect deeply on the sufferings of Jesus, but still be
confident in the joy of risen, eternal life that awaits all of
us who faithfully walk with him through these days.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Saints and Special Observances

Sunday: Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord;
Passover begins at sunset

Monday: Monday of Holy Week

Tuesday: Tuesday of Holy Week

Wednesday: Wednesday of Holy Week

Thursday: Holy Thursday; Paschal Triduum begins

Friday: Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion;
Fast and Abstinence

Saturday: Holy Saturday; Vigil of Easter

Today’s Readings

Gospel at the Procession with Palms — Jesus’ entry into
Jerusalem (Mark 11:1-10 or John 12:12-16).

First Reading — In spite of my sufferings I am not
disgraced. I am not put to shame (Isaiah 50:4-7).

Psalm — My God, my God, why have you abandoned
me? (Psalm 22).

Second Reading — Christ emptied himself, and God
filled this emptiness with exaltation (Philippians 2:6-11).
Gospel — The account of Christ’s passion according to
Mark (Mark 14:1 — 15:47 [15:1-39]).

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass ©
1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy
Corporation. All rights reserved.




Palm Sunday of the
Passion of the Lord
March 28, 2021
(Christ Jesus) humbled himself,
becoming obedient to the point of death,
even death on a cross
—Philippians 2:8

Treasures From Our Tradition

Although the procession with palms has an unforgettable grip on our imagination, the real
empbhasis of this day’s liturgy is contained in its name: The Sunday of the Lord’s Passion. Since
1955, the old custom of a blessing of palms with procession of the people has marked the entry
of the Church into a time so rich that it is called “Holy Week.” The center of today’s liturgy, .
however, is the solemn reading of the Passion, this year taken from Mark’s Gospel. Our X 1al
community is to be transformed by its celebration of Easter, and so this week everything is T V
made new. Soon, the bishop will celebrate the “Chrism Mass” when the holy oils for the
sacraments will be completely replenished and blessed, and transported from the cathedral to
every parish. Easter is the first Sunday after the first full moon of springtime. Be on the lookout
later this week for this “paschal” moon, rising in the east at the precise moment the sun sets in
the west. Imagine: a day when there is not a single moment when the earth is not bathed in light
from the heavens. We are on the threshold of the three great days (Triduum): Friday, Saturday,
and Sunday, beginning at sunset on Thursday when the parish gathers in response to the Lord’s
command: “Do this in memory of me.”

—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

With Friends Like These. . .

This year, we hear the Passion from the gospel of Mark. One thing unique about this reading is the emphasis
on Jesus being abandoned by his disciples. First, the leaders of the disciples, Peter, James, and John, cannot
even support Jesus in his agony in the garden: They fall asleep, three times. Then there is Judas, who seeks out
the chief priests to make a deal with them, Peter, who denies Jesus three times, and the disciples who flee
when he is arrested. The crowds who cried, "Hosanna!" a few days before, now call for him to be crucified.
Even Simon the Cyrenian had to be forced to help carry the cross.

What does this tell us? With friends like these, who needs enemies? No, the point is that Jesus died specifically
for these people, not because they were once friends, but because they were sinners, who needed Jesus. All but
one of them ended up as saints. And the one who didn't was Judas, who gave up on Jesus, instead of coming
back to him for forgiveness. When we find ourselves in sin, when we think that everything we do is wrong, or
when we think we can't possibly deserve to be loved by God--that is when God can help us, if we just stop hat-
ing ourselves and start loving and trusting the Lord. It is not the time to pretend we have avoided the big sins,
or to brag about some of the good we may have done. Instead of trying to convince God that we deserve his
mercy, simply agree that you need his help. God loves sinners who know they need his forgiveness and don't
deserve it.

But maybe you have already been forgiven and wonder what's next. Remember the ones you would not expect
to support Jesus: The centurion supervising his crucifixion proclaims him Son of God. A member of the San-
hedrin gives Jesus a burial place. The women who were there to the end. These were people who did not claim
to be worthy, just did what they could to show their love. Ask Jesus each morning when you wake up, "What
can I do for you today?" and do what you can.

Tom Schmidt, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co.
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When the centurion who stood /
facing him saw how he
breathed his last he said,

“Truly this man was the Son of God!"

e Mark 15:39

A PREVIEW OF HOLY WEEK

Palm Sunday marks the beginning of Holy Week and previews its themes and events.
Today’s liturgy begins with the commemoration of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem. The
Roman Missal gives three options for how this can be done, the most elaborate of
which begins with the priest, ministers, and the entire assembly outside. The Gospel
account of the entry is read, after which palms are blessed and distributed. Then ev-
eryone enters the church in procession, singing songs or psalms. However, the joy is
temporary; the Passion narrative recounts how, after an intimate meal with his disci-
ples a few days later, Jesus is arrested, tortured, crucified, and buried. The reading
from Isaiah is one of four Suffering Servant songs, while the psalm likewise gives voice
to the suffering of the innocent. The reading from Philippians affirms the Incarnation as
God’s embrace of the entire human situation, including suffering and death.

SUFFERING . ..

It may be Palm Sunday, but the Passion is far more prominent in today’s liturgy, which
invites us to follow Jesus from his triumphant entrance into Jerusalem to his crucifix-
ion and burial. It simply overflows with the sorrow and intimacy that will be dominant
themes in Holy Week.

The first reading from the book of Isaiah gives voice to the suffering of an innocent
person—perhaps a prophet—or the people as a whole. The refrain for the Psalm is
Jesus’ cry from the cross (Mark 13:14), a cry of absolute, existential loneliness. The
great kenotic (emptying) hymn in Philippians provides a stunning portrait of Jesus’
ultimate emptying, simultaneously intimate and cosmological.

... AND INTIMACY

All four Gospels have a Passion narrative. While there is agreement on the main events—
an intimate meal shared by Jesus and the disciples, betrayal by Judas, prayer in Geth-
semane followed by Jesus’ arrest, trial, and crucifixion—each Gospel has unique vari-
ations that give it a particular meaning or tone. In today’s Gospel from Mark, Jesus is
anointed by an unnamed woman in the house of Simon the leper. All the Gospels have
Jesus being anointed by a woman, but only Mark puts this scene just before the Last
Supper. Jesus says the anointing is preparation for his burial; it is as if the woman could
see a prophet’s suffering in Jesus’ life and feel it in his presence. Moved by compassion,
she empties her jar of expensive nard on his head, pouring out her love in a profoundly
intimate act. Perhaps she will also join the women who witness the crucifixion from afar
(Mark 15:40-41), after the Twelve seem to be long gone.

Palm Sunday invites us to follow Jesus

through the rest of Holy Week. By mov- , :
ing us to feel the injustice and the suffer- TODAY’S READINGS

ing endured by Jesus, this week’s liturgies
and devotions present us with those same Mark 11:1-10 or John 12:12-16
choices. Perhaps, like the unnamed wom- Isaiah 50:4-7

an, we can open ourselves to others’ suf- Psalm 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24
ekt e S Paluch o Ino. fering and respond with love and compas- Philippians 2:6-11

Photos:

QIR L L sion. Or perhaps, like the Twelve, we will Mark 14:1 — 15:47 [15:1-39]

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass

©2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970, CCD. be COI’]SpiCUOUS by our absence.

o
oc
O
-
L
L
-
L
O
Z
o
(%]
(%]
<
o
L
=
-
LL
O

(Falr sl




Prayer of the Faithful

The Lord God is our help, and we are never disgraced to approach with
our prayers for the needs of the world, so we pray.

For God’s holy Church to never cease proclaiming
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father,
let us pray to the Lord.

For all who rule and guide the nations of the world
to heed God’s call to build a world of justice and peace, forsaking
vengeance and violence,
let us pray to the Lord.

For persecuted Christians throughout the world,
especially those in the Holy Land and the Middle East,
let us pray to the Lord.

For those who will be baptized at the Easter Vigil,
especially those among us, N., N., and N., and for all
who will be received into the Church,
let us pray to the Lord.

For all those who are caught up in our criminal
justice and court systems, for all those caught up
in cycles of violence in our society, and for all who

work with them to improve their lives and the
systems of which they are a part,
let us pray to the Lord.

For all those who are sick, for all who suffer from
COVID-19, and for all who have died,
let us pray to the Lord.

For all the prayers that we hold in the silence
of our hearts; for all our intentions spoken
and unspoken,
let us pray to the Lord.

Saving God,
draw us into this holiest of weeks
by emptying us of ourselves and bringing us closer to Christ crucified,
that we may rise with him in glory.
Hear these our prayers and grant them
through your Son and our eternal Lord Jesus Christ.

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.



