The Gloria (2)

The Gloria is a rejoicing prayer, an exclamation of praise.
It begins with the song of the angels at the announcement
of the birth of Jesus (Luke 2:14), a heavenly burst of
praise for God’s loving action in the world. But in the
Gloria, the song goes on, leaping, as it were, from height
to height, with every kind of praise, blessing, adoration,
glory, and thanksgiving.

We begin by thanking and praising God the Father; then
we turn our gaze to Christ, the Lamb of God. The paschal
mystery of Christ’s suffering, death, and resurrection is
found here, at the heart of this prayer, which descends to
the depths with Christ, but then rises with him to the
heavens, where he is seated at the Father’s right hand. The
Gloria ends with a series of acclamations to Christ,
emphasizing over and over that he “alone” is the Holy
One, the Lord, the Most High, truly God, with the Father
and the Holy Spirit. Our prayer of praise ends where it
began, in the “glory of God the Father.” The Gloria, with
its arc leading us from the glory of God to the suffering of
Christ and again to glory, is the pattern of the Mass itself.
At the center of all our prayer is the sacrificial love of
Christ.

—Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.
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Gn 4:1-15, 25; Ps 50:1, 8, 16bc-17,
20-21; Mk 8:11-13

Gn 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 10; Ps 29:1a, 2,
3ac-4, 3b, 9¢-10; Mk 8:14-21

J12:12-18; Ps 51:3-6ab, 12-14, 17,
2 Cor 5:20 — 6:2; Mt 6:1-6, 16-18

Dt 30:15-20; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 9:22-25

Is 58:1-9a; Ps 51:3-6ab, 18-19;
Mt 9:14-15

Is 58:9b-14; Ps 86:1-6; Lk 5:27-32

Gn 9:8-15; Ps 25:4-9; 1 Pt 3:18-22;
Mk 1:12-15

Today’s readings present a contrast between “Jesus’ way”
and the “old way.” An example of the old way is the law
given to Moses and Aaron about leprosy: the leper was
unclean and cast out of the community. Jesus’ way is the
opposite: the leper is reached out to, touched, and finally
cured.

Nor ought we think of the “old way” as restricted to the
days of Moses and Aaron, or even to the “old” testament.
The difference between the old way and Jesus’ way arises
in own lives. We still choose, every day, to live in our old
way or in Jesus’ way.

Jesus dared to touch a leper, disregarding the old way.
The leper then was changed forever. He felt a calling. He
couldn’t keep himself from proclaiming that he had been
touched by Jesus (even though Jesus told him not to!).
Once Jesus touches us, we are called to proclaim his way.
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Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time;
World Marriage Day; Valentine’s Day
Presidents’ Day
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Ash Wednesday; Fast and Abstinence;
Almsgiving

Abstinence

~ Move than anything
else, | want to console
our Lord.

St Francisco- Marrto-

One of the three Portuguese children who witnessed
the apparitions of Our Lady of Fatima in 1917
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— The leper will dwell apart, making an
abode outside the camp (Leviticus 13:1-2, 44-46).
— I turn to you, Lord, in time of trouble, and you
fill me with the joy of salvation (Psalm 32).
— Do everything for the glory of God,
be imitators of Christ (1 Corinthians 10:31 — 11:1).
— The leprosy left him immediately, and he was
made clean (Mark 1:40-45).

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the
Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All
rights reserved.




E -the Whether you eat or drink,
d or whatever you do,
0 do everything for the glory of God.

© 3.5, Patuch Co. Tn —1 Corinthians 10:31

What would you say is the oldest, most frequently sung, most translated, most memorized, most beloved song text in the
Christian world today? An astute and surprising answer might be the Gloria, “Glory to God in the Highest.” Soon the
Lenten fast will begin, and the Gloria, sung at the beginning of Sunday Mass, will be silenced. It is an heirloom from a
treasury of hymns spun from the songs of praise on the lips of Mary, Elizabeth, and Zachary. We move in the prayer
from the song of the angels at the first Christmas, to the praise of God, and to a final plea to Christ to continue and
complete his work in us.

For nearly 1500 years, the singing of the Gloria has been a sign of the festive quality of a particular Mass. From the
beginning it was a song of the people, not of the choir or clergy. These last few Sundays of winter Ordinary Time allow
us a chance to savor the hymn and give ourselves over to the chorus. How is the song of praise arising from your pew?
If you claim the song as yours, its absence from Lent will be more striking, and its return at Easter will cheer your heart.
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Last week we heard St. Paul saying that he was all things to all people. This week, we hear that he tried to
please everyone. To modern ears, that sounds more like a used car salesman, who has just the right deal for
any buyer. But that wasn't what Paul meant. The key to Paul's way of life is the last line of the second reading:
"Be imitators of me, as [ am of Christ." (1 Cor 11:1)

Remember when Paul was still Saul, the Jew who persecuted Christians? When he was struck by lightning he
heard, not thunder, but the voice of Jesus, who asked why Saul was persecuting him. Paul later began to under-
stand that all Christians make up the body of Christ. As members of that body, we can show others what Jesus
is like, by our example. That seems to be a two part process.

First, to show Christ, we have to know Christ. We can do that by reading the scriptures and praying with them.
We can receive the sacraments regularly, especially Reconciliation, where we experience his forgiveness and
love, and the Eucharist, where Jesus unites himself with us, so that we can become more like him.

The second part is acting like Jesus. If we want people to see Christ in us, we don't dress like him, or grow a
beard. We have to do things as Jesus would: Forgive people who hurt us, care for the sick, the dying, the poor.
Don't be afraid to tell people what God has done for you; encourage others to be grateful for what God has
done for them. Pray with people who have difficulty talking to God.

Paul obviously didn't please everyone, or he wouldn't have ended his life in prison. He was more interested in
pleasing God by spreading the Good News of Jesus' resurrection. If we can imitate Paul in that way, we can't
g0 wrong.

Tom Schmidt, Copyright (c¢) J. S. Paluch Co.
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A leper came to Jesus and begged him:
“If you wish, you can make me clean.’
]esus stretched out his hand, touched him, and said,

- “Idowill it. Be made clean.’
The leprosylefthim immediately.
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HEALING AND HOPE

The readings from Leviticus and from the Gospel of Mark today speak of healing and
hope. Leviticus outlines procedures to prevent the spread of leprosy, a skin disease
understood to be a great danger to the community. Those with the disease were
isolated and ritually impure. Absent some cure from God, they were considered be-
yond hope. Their lives were like a living death, and likely they saw no future hope in
their lives. Jesus’ healing of a leper was thus a profound sign of the promised reign
of God, which Jesus had earlier announced. The healing was like raising the leper up
from death, and thus a hint of Jesus’ resurrection. Where are there “lepers” today,
those isolated or outcast from our communities? Who are those our society consid-
ers beyond hope, or deems not worth the trouble to offer hope? How can we imitate
Jesus in offering a healing touch to them?

SURRENDERING CONTROL

The Gospel today concludes the first chapter of Mark, which traces the rapid expan-
sion of Jesus’ ministry. Excitement about Jesus grows so much that he can’t enter
a town without being besieged. His healing of a leper results in a reversal: the leper,
who had been isolated from the community, is now free to speak with everyone.
Jesus, who before could speak freely, now must isolate himself from the crowds. By
serving others, Jesus lost some control over his ministry. This is the first hint of what
happens later in Mark. Jesus’ displays of power—over iliness, over evil spirits, over
nature—eventually lead him to the “powerlessness” of the cross.
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The experience of Jesus guides us in our own efforts to be of service. Surrendering
control is often very difficult. To be a servant is to engage with others, where fre-
quently we lose some control over our freedoms, time, and energies. Often there is
a cross or two to bear. As Jesus let go of control in his life, he also placed his trust
in his Father. He invites us to do the same.

FOR THE GLORY OF GOD

In today’s passage from First Corinthians, Paul concludes his extensive reflections
on a variety of issues in Christian life, summarizing with “whatever you do, do every-
thing for the glory of God.” Beyond the specific problems he addresses, Paul invites
his listeners deeper, to consider the primary orientation of life in Christ. We live “for
the glory of God” when we organize our lives around God’s values and purposes.
We find our identity within God’s story as described in the scriptures. We are called
to join God’s work in care for others. Just
like Paul, we wrestle with many difficult
problems emerging from the messiness
of daily living. As Lent approaches, we
might claim some time to reflect upon
how life’s messiness connects with our
identity and calling.




Prayer of the Faithful

The reign of God is upon us; let us call to mind all who are in
need of God’s healing and loving presence.

For our holy Church as we seek to be agents of healing
and unity in a world divided by countless barriers,
let us pray to the Lord.

For an end to violence among nations and within our
own communities, and for the elimination of the
weapons of war and violence,
let us pray to the Lord.

For the eagerness to proclaim God’s amazing
healing in our own lives,
let us pray to the Lord.

For doctors, nurses, and all those who work with
those who are sick, bringing them hope, health,
and comfort, especially during this pandemic,

let us pray to the Lord.

For all who serve our communities as first responders
to tragedies and disasters, especially during these
difficult times, and for their families and loves ones,
let us pray to the Lord.

For all those who are sick, for all who suffer from
COVID-19, and for all who have died,
especially N., N., and N.,
let us pray to the Lord.

For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of
our hearts; for all our intentions spoken and unspoken,
let us pray to the Lord.

O God,
your Son Jesus broke the bonds of sin and death.
Be with us and help us to break down the barriers
that keep us and our neighbors from lives of health and wholeness.
Graciously grant these and all our prayers
according to your will
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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