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Prayer for the Year of St Joseph 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, 

Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

To you God entrusted his only Son, 

in you Mary placed her trust; 

with you Christ became man. 

Blessed Joseph, to us too, 

show yourself a father 

and guide us in the path of life. 

Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, 

and defend us from every evil.  Amen. 

Pope Francis 

The prayers in this booklet are openly available on the internet. Some of them have been modified to be more 

inclusive etc. The Josephite Community prayers are © the Josephite Fathers but in this year they are available for 

general use by all without permission.  The Ikon on the cover is the Josephite Ikon of St Joseph in their seminary 

community at Patterson Road, Santa Maria. The pictures of Stained glass windows are from the Mother House of 

the Josephites in Belgium. 
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Introduction 
Our Holy Father, Pope Francis, called for a Year of Prayer and devotion to St Joseph 

in His Apostolic Letter of December 8th, 2020, entitled Patris Corde, “With a Father’s 

Heart”. Pope Francis wrote this to acknowledge the 150 year anniversary of the 

proclamation of St Joseph as the Universal Patron of the Church and encourage 

devotion to St Joseph. This call to St Joseph as our protector is so necessary at this 

time, as the church and the whole world still suffers under the pestilence of the 

coronavirus CoVid 19. 

The Holy Father asks us to contemplate St Joseph, who though silent in the Gospels, 

is completely open to God’s call to be the earthly Father of Jesus and to take Mary 

into his home. As an “honest man”, he was a man of dignity and integrity. He loved 

Mary whom he did not wish to come to any harm. The Angel who relayed God’s 

call to Joseph in a dream, spoke the heart of the resurrection message to him with 

the same words he spoke to Mary, ‘Do not be afraid”. St Joseph, as our universal 

patron and protector, is just the Saint we need to intercede for us before the throne 

of God. He exemplifies authentic and committed discipleship of God’s Will in Christ.  

In his Apostolic Letter, after a review of the biblical portrait of Joseph, Pope Francis 

asks us to contemplate the Fatherhood of St Joseph in seven ways: a beloved 

Father, a tender and loving Father, an obedient Father, an accepting Father, a 

creatively courageous Father, a working Father and a father in the shadows. I highly 

recommend you read this Apostolic Letter, which you can find on our SLdM.org 

website under the Year of St Joseph. As a Josephite religious, Joseph is the gentle 

yet constant loving presence in our communities. Three words sum up his 

personhood for me. He is strong, loving and wise. Josephites express these qualities 

through their charism of being instruments of God’s mercy in the world. They share 

real fraternal love in community and work with gentleness and respect for all 

people, especially the young, their families and the disadvantaged. 

This booklet is a collection of prayers, some traditional, some new and some from 

the Josephite Fathers’ Tradition. Please use them as you see fit. Fathers especially 

could usefully benefit from using these prayers as family prayers in the home. It will 

be available as a resource on our web site too. 

God bless,  

Fr Aidan-Peter Rossiter CJ  

Pastor, St Louis de Montfort 
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TRADITIONAL PRAYERS TO ST JOSEPH 

O St Joseph, Whose Protection is so Great 
An ancient prayer to St Joseph, often used for a novena from March 10th to March 19th St Joseph Day 

Oh Saint Joseph, whose protection is so great, so strong, so prompt before the 

Throne of God, I place in you all my interests and desires. 

Oh Saint Joseph, do assist me by your powerful intercession and obtain for me 

from your Divine Son, all spiritual blessings through Jesus Christ, Our Lord, so that 

having engaged here below your heavenly power, I may offer my thanksgiving 

and homage to the most loving of fathers. 

Oh Saint Joseph, I never weary of contemplating you and Jesus asleep in your 

arms. I dare not approach while He reposes near your heart. Press Him in my 

name and kiss His fine head for me, and ask Him to return the kiss when I draw 

my dying breath. 

Saint Joseph, Patron of the departing souls, pray for us. Amen. 
 

Invocations to St. Joseph 
 
JESUS, Mary, and Joseph, I give Thee my heart and my soul. 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph, assist me in my last agony. 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph, may I breathe out my soul in peace with Thee! 
 
HELP us, St. Joseph, in our earthly strife, ever to lead a pure and blameless life. 
 
ST. JOSEPH, model and patron of those who love the Sacred Heart of Jesus, pray 
for us. 
 
GRANT us, dear St. Joseph, to run life’s pathway in innocent fashion:                                                                                      
May we for ever be safe under thy blest patronage. 
 
ST. JOSEPH, reputed father of Our Lord Jesus Christ and true spouse of Mary, ever 
Virgin, pray for us. 
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Hail Joseph    
There are several versions of this prayer which follows the structure of the Hail Mary                                                                                                  

 

Hail Joseph, full of grace! Jesus and Mary are with you;                                                                             

blessed are you amongst men, and blessed is the fruit of your chaste spouse, 

Jesus.                                                                                                                                              

Holy Joseph, earthly-father of our Lord, and spouse of the blessed Virgin Mary,                                       

pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 

  

Prayer to St. Joseph for the Dying (Pre-1968 Indulgence of 500 days, once a day) 

 
EVERLASTING Father, for the sake of the love which Thou didst bear to St. Joseph, 
whom Thou didst choose above all to occupy Thy place on earth, have mercy on 
us and those who are dying. 
 Our Father …  
  Hail Mary …  
   Glory be … 
 
Everlasting Son of God, for the sake of Thy love toward St. Joseph, who didst 
protect Thee so faithfully on earth, have mercy on us and those who are dying. 
 Our Father …  
  Hail Mary …  
   Glory be … 
 
Everlasting Divine Spirit, for the sake of Thy love                                        
toward St. Joseph, who so carefully protected Mary,                                      
Thy most holy and beloved Spouse,                                                                
have mercy on us and on those who are dying. 
 Our Father …  
  Hail Mary …  
   Glory be …  

 
 
 
 
 

 

The Death of St Joseph 

Window from the Mother House of 

the Josephites, Belgium 
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Ad te Beate Joseph full version. (Pope Leo XIII 1898 in Quamquam pluries)               
add to end of Rosary in month of October 

To you, O blessed Joseph, do we come in our tribulation, and having implored the 

help of your most holy Spouse, we confidently invoke your patronage also. 

Through that charity which bound you to the Immaculate Virgin Mother of God 

and through the paternal love with which you embraced the Child Jesus, 

we humbly beg you graciously to regard the inheritance which Jesus Christ has 

purchased by his Blood, 

and with your power and strength to aid us in our necessities. 

 O most watchful guardian of the Holy Family, defend the chosen children of 

Jesus Christ;                                   O most loving father, ward off from us every 

contagion of error and corrupting  influence; 

 O our most mighty protector, be kind to us and from heaven assist us in our 

struggle  with the power of  darkness. 

As once you rescued the Child Jesus from deadly peril, so now protect God's Holy 

Church from the snares of the enemy and from all adversity; shield, too, each one 

of us by your constant protection, so that, supported by your example and your 

aid, we may be able to live piously, to die in holiness, and to obtain eternal 

happiness in heaven. Amen.       

 St. Joseph, patron of departing souls, pray for me. Amen. 

 

Simplified Version of Ad te Beate Joseph    (1968, Indulgenced): 

 
BLESSED Joseph, husband of Mary, be with us this day. Thou protected and 
cherished the Virgin; loving the Child Jesus as thy son, thou rescued Him from 
danger of death. Defend the Church, the Household of God, purchased by the 
Blood of Christ. 
Guardian of the Holy Family, be with us in our trials. May thy prayers obtain for 
us the strength to flee from error and wrestle with the powers of corruption so 
that in life we may grow in holiness and in death rejoice in the crown of 
victory. Amen. 
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Memorare to St Joseph 

Remember, O most chaste spouse of the Virgin Mary, that never was it known                                          
that anyone who implored your help and sought your intercession were left 
unassisted. 
Full of confidence in your power I fly unto you and beg your protection. 
Despise not O Guardian of the Redeemer my humble supplication,                                                              
but in your bounty, hear and answer me. Amen. 

Another Memorare to St Joseph 

Remember, O most illustrious Patriarch St. Joseph, on the testimony of St. Teresa, 
you devoted client, never has it been heard that anyone who invoked your 
protection or sought your mediation has not obtained relief.  In this confidence I 
come before you, my loving protector, chaste spouse of Mary, foster-father of the 
Savior of all and dispenser of the treasures of His Sacred Heart. Despise not my 
earnest prayer, but graciously hear and obtain my petition…. (Here mention your 
request)                                                                                                     Let us pray                                                                                                                                                                                                           
O God, Who by Your ineffable Providence did vouchsafe to choose St. Joseph to 
be the spouse of Your most holy Mother, grant, we pray, that he whom we 
venerate as our protector on earth may be our intercessor in Heaven, Who live 
and reigns forever and ever.  Amen. 

St. Joseph, Patron of a Happy Death, pray for us. 

Saint Joseph, the Protector of Christian Families 

Great Saint Joseph, who was chosen of God to be the head of the holiest and 
most august of families, deign to cast your eyes upon us, and take us this day 
under your special protection. Holy Patriarch, model of the holiest faith, and of 
the most perfect virtues, obtain for all the members of this family grace to 
withstand the dangers and seductions of the world, and to remain steadfastly 
attached to the Lord. Help us always to be united by the bonds of the most-
tender charity, and in encouraging one another mutually in good works, that we 
may taste under your patronage the sweetness of that peace which Jesus has 
promised to His true disciples. But above all, when our last hour shall come, guide 
us in grace to stand united before our Sovereign Judge, so that we may celebrate 
the glory of God for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Consecration of a Child to Saint Joseph 

Great Saint Joseph, who was a father to our Divine Saviour, we offer and 
consecrate to you this child. Deign to be (his/her) protector and (his/her) father. 
Preserve in (him/her) the precious treasure of innocence. Protect (him/her) from 
all dangers to body and soul, and inspire in (him/her) from (his/her) earliest days 
a tender love for you, for Mary, your immaculate Spouse, and for Jesus, thy 
adorable Son. May your holy protection be with (him/her) throughout (his/her) 
life. Watch over all (his/her) ways, guide (him/her) in all (his/her) enterprises, 
conduct (him/her) always in the path of the precepts of the Lord, and deign to 
bring (him/her) at the moment of (his/her) death into the Heavenly Jerusalem, 
there eternally to sing the Divine mercies, and your paternal kindness. Amen. 

 

Prayer to Saint Joseph for Guidance 

Great Saint, who was so docile to the leading of the Holy Spirit,                                                                                                  
obtain for me grace to know to what paths Providence has destined me.                                                                                             
Do not permit me to err in this important choice, upon which depends my 
happiness in this world, and perhaps my eternal salvation. Help me to discern the 
God’s Divine Will for me, and be faithful in following it, I may walk in the way that 
the LORD has determined for me, which will conduct me to a blessed eternity. 
Amen. 

 

A Daily Consecration to St Joseph 

O dear St. Joseph, I consecrate myself to your honor and give myself to you, that 
you may always be my father, my protector, and my guide in the way of salvation. 
Obtain for me a great purity of heart and a fervent love of the interior life. After 
your example, may all my actions be for the greater glory of God, in union with 
the Divine Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary! And do you, O 
Blessed St. Joseph, pray for me that I may share in the peace and joy of your holy 
death Amen. 
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Prayer to St Joseph in a Time of Difficulty1 

 
Glorious St Joseph, spouse of Mary,  
grant us thy paternal protection,  
we beseech thee by the heart of Jesus Christ.  
O thou, whose power extends to all our necessities  
and can render possible for us the most impossible things,  
open thy fatherly eyes to the needs of thy children.  
In the trouble and distress which afflicts us,  
we confidently have recourse to thee.  
Deign to take under your charitable charge  
this important and difficult matter, cause of our worries.  
Make its happy outcome be for God's glory  
and for the good of His devoted servants.  
Amen.  

 

The Annunciation to Joseph in a Dream                                                                                                                                               
(Window in the Josephite Mother House Chapel in Geraadsbergen, Belgium) 

 
 

1 St Francois de Sales [who was a great influence on the Founder of the Josephites] 
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TWO NEW PRAYERS TO ST JOSEPH 

St Joseph, Patron of Fathers2 

Holy Joseph,                                                                                                                                                                                                      
called to be the earthly Father of God’s only Son,                                                                                                                         
summoned to protect, guide and provide for the Holy Family,                                                                                                                                                   
and empowered to name Jesus as your own,                                                                                                                                     
help all Fathers to rise to the task of fatherhood                                                                              
with the same qualities God saw in you.                                                                                                                                                  
May they be men of faith and devotion; strong, loving and wise.                                                                                       
May they cherish the mothers of their children and love their children 
unconditionally.                                                                                                                                                             
We ask this prayer in that name which our Heavenly Father instructed you to give 
to his son; Jesus our Lord and Savior, for ever and ever.  Amen 

A Prayer to St Joseph for Vocations to the Priesthood.3 

St Joseph, Patron of the universal Church,                                                                                                                                                            
inspire many a capable young man                                                                                                     
with the desire to dedicate their lives                                                                                                     
in priestly service at the altar of God,                                                                                                                                                                          
in proclamation of the Word of God with righteousness,                                                                                                                                                             
and in tender service of those placed in their care.                                                                                                 
May they men who will stand up                                                                                                                
for the rights of the poor, the broken,                                                                                                        
the despised and the lost. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2 Written by Fr Aidan-Peter CJ 2021 
3 Written by Fr Aidan Peter CJ 2021 based upon another Josephite prayer 

 

Mary and Joseph Find Jesus 

teaching in the Temple           

(Window in the Josephite Mother 

House Chapel in Geraadsbergen, 

Belgium) 
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THE SEVEN SORROWS AND JOYS OF ST. JOSEPH  (version 1) 

 

A traditional way of praying for special graces through the intercession of St. Joseph is to honor his seven 
sorrows and seven joys by the practicing the Seven Sundays devotion. There are several versions of this 
devotion. He is one such version. You can pray this in any way and at any time you like. There is a 
tradition of celebrating this on Sundays in the home. The Seven Sundays in honor of St. Joseph are 
observed by receiving Holy Communion in his honor on seven consecutive Sundays, and on each Sunday 
the prayers in honor of the Seven Sorrows and the Seven Joys of St. Joseph are recited. This devotion may 
be practiced at any time of the year, but especially on the seven Sundays preceding his solemnity on 
March 19th.  

1. O chaste Spouse of Mary most holy, glorious St. Joseph, great was the trouble 
and anguish of thy heart when thou were minded to put away privately thine 
inviolate Spouse, yet thy joy was unspeakable when the surpassing mystery of the 
Incarnation was made known to thee by the Angel! 

By this sorrow and this joy, we beseech thee to comfort our souls, both now and 
in the sorrows of our final hour, with the joy of a good life and a holy death after 
the pattern of thine own, in the arms of Jesus and Mary.                                                           
Our Father… Hail Mary… Glory Be… 

2. O most blessed Patriarch, glorious St. Joseph, who was chosen to be the foster 
father of the Word made flesh, thy sorrow at seeing the Child Jesus born in such 
poverty was suddenly changed into heavenly exultation when thou didst hear the 
angelic hymns and beheld the glories of resplendent night. 

By this sorrow and this joy, we implore thee to obtain for us the grace to pass 
over from life’s pathway to hear the angelic songs of praise, and to rejoice in the 
shining splendor of celestial glory.   Our Father… Hail Mary… Glory Be… 

3. O glorious St. Joseph, thou faithfully obeyed the law of God, and thy heart was 
pierced at the sight of the Precious Blood that was shed by the Infant Savior 
during His Circumcision, but the Name of Jesus gave thee new life and filled thee 
with quiet joy. 

By this sorrow and this joy, obtain for us the grace to be freed from all sin during 
life, and to die rejoicing, with the holy Name of Jesus in our hearts and on our lips.                                                    
Our Father… Hail Mary… Glory Be… 

4. O most faithful Saint who shared the mysteries of our Redemption, glorious St. 
Joseph, the prophecy of Simeon regarding the sufferings of Jesus and Mary 
caused thee to shudder with mortal dread, but at the same time filled thee with a 
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blessed joy for the salvation and glorious resurrection which, he foretold, would 
be attained by countless souls. 

By this sorrow and this joy, obtain for us that we may be among the number of 
those who, through the merits of Jesus and the intercession of Mary the Virgin 
Mother, are predestined to a glorious resurrection.                                                                  
Our Father… Hail Mary… Glory Be… 

5. O most watchful Guardian of the Incarnate Son of God, glorious St. Joseph, 
what toil was thine in supporting and waiting upon the Son of the most high God, 
especially in the flight into Egypt! Yet at the same time, how thou didst rejoice to 
have always near you God Himself, and to see the idols of the Egyptians fall 
prostrate to the ground before Him. 

By this sorrow and this joy, obtain for us the grace of keeping ourselves in safety 
from the infernal tyrant, especially by flight from dangerous occasions; may every 
idol of earthly affection fall from our hearts; may we be wholly employed in 
serving Jesus and Mary, and for them alone may we live and happily die.                                    
Our Father… Hail Mary… Glory Be… 

6. O glorious St. Joseph, an angel on earth, thou didst marvel to see the King of 
Heaven obedient to thy commands, but thy consolation in bringing Jesus out of 
the land of Egypt was troubled by thy fear of Archelaus; nevertheless, being 
assured by the Angel, thou dwelt in gladness at Nazareth with Jesus and Mary.     

By this sorrow and this joy, obtain for us that our hearts may be delivered from 
harmful fears, so that we may rejoice in peace of conscience and may live in 
safety with Jesus and Mary and may, like thee, die in their company.                                    
Our Father… Hail Mary… Glory Be… 

7. O glorious St. Joseph, pattern of all holiness, when thou didst lose, through no 
fault of thine own, the Child Jesus, thou sought Him sorrowing for the space of 
three days, until with great joy thou didst find Him again in the Temple, sitting the 
midst of the doctors. 

By this sorrow and this joy, we supplicate thee, with our hearts in our lips, to keep 
us from ever having the misfortune to lose Jesus through mortal sin; but if the 
supreme misfortune should befall us, grant that we may seek Him with unceasing 
sorrow until we find Him again, ready to show us His great mercy, especially at 
the hour of death; so that we pass over to enjoy His presence in Heaven; and 
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there, in company with thee, may we sing the praises of His Divine Mercy forever.     
Our Father… Hail Mary… Glory Be… 

V. Pray for us, O Holy St. Joseph,     R. That we may be worthy of the promises of 
Christ 

 Let Us Pray O God, Who in Thine ineffable Providence did vouchsafe to choose 
Blessed Joseph to be the spouse of Thy most holy Mother, grant, we beseech 

Thee, that he whom we venerate as our protector on earth may be our 
intercessor in Heaven. Who lives and reigns forever and ever. Amen.                                                                                                                       

Antiphon. And Jesus Himself was beginning about the age of thirty years, being 
(as it was supposed) the Son of Joseph.   V. Pray for us, O Holy St. Joseph,  R. That 

we may be worthy of the promises of Christ 
 

 

ANOTHER VERSION OF THE SEVEN JOYS AND SORROWS                                            
The final prayer of this version may be used as a stand-alone prayer in its own right 

 
#1 His Doubts about Mary & The Angel’s Message of Joy  
 
Leader: Saint Joseph, chaste spouse of Mary, great was your SORROW when, in a 
state of uncertainty, you were inclined to quietly divorce Mary. But great was 
your JOY when the angel revealed to you the mystery of Christ’s Incarnation and 
you realized that you would be the guardian of the Messiah.  
All: Our Father, etc… Help us St. Joseph, help our families and all our loved ones to 
overcome anxieties about their doubts and their futures and to overcome all 
sadness of heart and develop an absolute trust in God’s goodness.  
 
#2 His Pain at the Poverty of Jesus’s Birthplace & The Savior’s Birth  
 
Leader: Glorious St. Joseph, faithful guardian of Jesus, great was your SORROW 
when you thought yourself a failure when you could only provide a stable for the 
birth of the Holy Child. But great was your JOY when you experienced the wonder 
when shepherds came to tell of angel choirs, and wise men came to adore the 
King of Kings.  
All: Our Father, etc….. Through your example and prayers, help us St. Joseph, and 
all we love, to become like sinless mangers where the Savior of the world may be 
received with absolute love and respect, and that we be blessed with the sweet 
peace of God and may join in the company of the angels after our death.  
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#3 Watching Jesus’ First Spilt Blood & The Honor of Naming Him  
 
Leader: Glorious and tender-hearted St. Joseph, you faithfully followed the law, 
and you, too, felt PAIN when the blood of Jesus was first shed at His circumcision. 
But great was your JOY and how proud you were to be the one privileged to give 
the name Jesus, Savior, to the very son of God.  
All: Our Father, etc…… Pray for us St. Joseph, that the sacred blood of Christ, 
poured out for our salvation, may guard our families, so the Divine Name of Jesus 
may be written in our hearts forever.  
 
#4 Simeon’s Painful Prophetic Message & Jesus’ Redemptive Work  
 
Leader: Most faithful St. Joseph, loving husband, great was your SORROW when, 
at the Presentation of Jesus at the Temple, Simeon spoke the words of prophecy 
that the hearts of Jesus and Mary would be pierced with sorrows. But how great 
was your JOY when Simeon foretold that Jesus would be the Light for the 
salvation of innumerable souls.  
All: Our Father, etc….. Help us, St. Joseph, to see with eyes of faith that even the 
sorrows and pains of those we deeply love can become the pathway to salvation 
and eternal life.  
 
#5 Taking the Holy Family Into Exile & Idols Fell at Jesus’ Feet  
 
Leader: Courageous protector and watchful guardian of the Holy Family how 
great was your SORROW when, obeying the voice of the angel, you had to make 
the sudden flight with Jesus and Mary to escape the treachery of King Herod and 
the cruelty of his soldiers. But when you reached Egypt, how great was your JOY 
to know that the Savior of the world had come to replace the pagan idols.  
All: Our Father, etc…… Teach us by your example, St. Joseph, to keep far from the 
false idols of earthly attractions, so that like you, we may be entirely devoted to 
the service of Jesus and Mary.  
 
#6 The Hard Trip Back from Egypt & Holy Family Life  
 

Leader: Ever obedient Joseph, head and guardian of the Holy Family, you 
trustingly returned to Nazareth at God’s command, in spite of your FEAR that King 
Herod’s son might still be a threat to Jesus’ life. But great was your JOY and 
fatherly pride in seeing Jesus grow in wisdom and grace before God and men 
while He was under your care.  
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All: Our Father, etc…… Show us St. Joseph, how to be free from all useless fear and 
worry, so we may enjoy the peace of a tranquil conscience, living safely with Jesus 
and Mary in our hearts.  
 
#7 Loss of Jesus for 3 Days & Finding Jesus in the Temple  
 

Leader: Dependable father and husband, patron of the dying, how frantic you and 
Mary were and how great was your SORROW when, through no fault of yours, 
you searched for three days to find the Child Jesus. What incredible relief and JOY 
were yours when you found Him safe in the Temple of God.  
All: Our Father, etc.….. Help us St. Joseph, never to lose Jesus through the fault of 
our own sins. But if we should lose Him, lead us back with unwearied sorrow, until 
we find Him again; so that we, like you, may finally pass from this life, dying safely 
in the arms of Jesus and Mary.  
 
Concluding Prayer  
 

Leader: And Jesus Himself, when he began His work, was about thirty years old 
being, as was supposed, the son of Joseph. Pray for us, holy Joseph.  
All: That we may be made worth of the promises of Christ.  
 
Leader: Let us pray.  
 

All: O blessed St. Joseph, tenderhearted father, faithful guardian of Jesus, chaste 

spouse of the Mother of God, I pray and beseech you to offer to God the Father my 

praise to Him through His divine Son, who died on the cross and rose again to give 

us sinners new life. Through the holy name of Jesus, pray with us that we may 

obtain from the eternal Father, the favor we ask. (pause) We have been unfaithful 

to the unfailing love of God the Father, beg of Jesus mercy for us. Amid the 

splendors of God’s loving presence, do not forget the sorrows of those who suffer, 

those who pray, those who weep. By your prayers and those of your most holy 

spouse, our Blessed Lady, may the love of Jesus answer our call of confident hope.   

Amen. 
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 LITANY OF SAINT JOSEPH 

There are several versions of this litany, this is perhaps the most frequently used. 

Lord, have mercy on us.  Lord, have mercy on us. 
Christ have mercy on us.   Christ, have mercy on us 
Lord, have mercy on us.   Lord, have mercy on us. 
Christ, hear us.   Christ hear us 
Christ, graciously hear us. Christ, graciously hear us 
God the Father of Heaven,  have mercy on us. 
God the Son, Redeemer of the world,  have mercy on us. 
God the Holy Ghost,   have mercy on us. 
Holy Trinity, One God,   have mercy on us. 
Holy Mary,     (* pray for us) 
St. Joseph,     (* pray for us) 
Noble scion of David,  (*) 
Light of the Patriarchs,   (*) 
Spouse of the Mother of God,  (*) 
Chaste Guardian of the Virgin,  (*) 
Foster-father of the Son of God,(*) 
Sedulous Defender of Christ,  (*) 
Head of the Holy Family,   (*) 
Joseph most just,    (*) 
Joseph most chaste,   (*) 
Joseph most prudent,   (*) 
Joseph most valiant,   (*) 
Joseph most obedient,   (*) 
Joseph most faithful,  (*) 
Mirror of patience,   (*) 
Lover of poverty,    (*) 
Model of all who labour,   (*) 
Glory of family life,   (*) 
Protector of virgins,   (*) 
Pillar of families,    (*) 
Consolation of the afflicted,  (*) 
Hope of the sick,    (*) 
Patron of the dying,   (*) 
Terror of the demons,   (*) 
Protector of Holy Church,  (*) 
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Lamb of God, Who takes away the sins of the world,  spare us, O Lord. 
Lamb of God, Who takes away the sins of the world,  graciously hear us, O 
Lord. 
Lamb of God, Who takes away the sins of the world,  have mercy on us. 
He made him the lord of His household.        and prince over all his possessions. 
Let us pray. 
God, Who, in Your ineffable Providence vouched safe to choose blessed Joseph to 
be the Spouse of Yout most holy Mother; grant, we beseech You, that we may be 
worthy to have him for our intercessor in Heaven whom, on earth, we venerate as 
our protector.                                           Who lives and reigns world without 
end. AMEN 

 

 

 
St Joseph Protector of the Church 

Another Josephite stained glass window in Belgium 
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JOSEPHITE PRAYERS TO ST JOSEPH 
 

Josephite Daily Prayer of Consecration to Saint Joseph 4 

 

Saint Joseph, 

I chose you today as my model, my protector, my father. 

Receive me as one of your privileged children,  

I will do my best to show myself worthy of you till death  

Amen 

St Joseph, watch over you children. 

 

 

A Novena Prayer to St Joseph5 

 

Saint Joseph, our model and protector, 

Interceded for us with the Father,  

through your own beloved foster son, Jesus.  

Watch over and protect all those who are dear to us,  

our families, our friends, our pupils, [our parishioners] 

and all those entrusted to our care and love. 

Guide all parents in the task of helping their children grow  

in the image and likeness of Jesus. 

Come to the aid of all those who have asked for our prayers. 

Pray for us all so that one day  

we may all live together in our heavenly home. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 
4 This simple and cherished prayer has its origins as a daily prayer of the Sodality of St Joseph  
    which was to be found in our schools in Belgium and England. It could be profitably recited every day,  
    preferably in the Morning in all our houses. 
5 To be recited in common as starting nine days before the Feast of St Joseph March 19th 
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A Prayer for Vocations to the Josephite Community6 

 

St Joseph, Holy Patron, 

We ask you to intercede for us with the Father,  

so that the Josephites may grow and flourish. 

We ask you to send them men who will become  

true bothers in this family that carries your name.  

May the Josephites continue their call to be instruments of mercy 

and prosper the work of evangelization and of the education of youth 

that they we have received from the Church. Amen 

 

A Prayer to St Joseph for a Happy Death7 

 

Saint Joseph, patron of a Happy death  

please be with me when my time comes, 

And bring Jesus and Mary. Amen 

 

Prayer to St Joseph Protector of Jesus8 

 

St Joseph,  

you were the protector of Jesus Christ, 

the incarnate Son of God, we ask you to be also our Father. 

By your prayers, guard us from all evil. 

Intercede for us before God  

so that each day we may have the confidence and the strength  

to love Him more and more; 

so that we may fulfil the task that he has given us in this world.  

We ask this in the presence of your adopted Son  

who lives and reigns with the father and the Holy Spirit  

for ever and ever Amen. 

 

 

 
6 Modified from a Josephite prayer for vocations for more general use. 
7 Composed by an older member of the Josephite congregation based on a tradition prayer.  
8 Included in a booklet of prayers used by the Josephite Community at St George’s College 
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An Old Josephite Prayer to Saint Joseph9 

 

We have recourse to you, O blessed Father St Joseph; 

We honour you and lovingly place our trust in you;  

We call upon you to protect us through life  

and at the hour of our death.  

We place our souls in your care;  

deign to offer and unite them to Jesus and Mary  

in a bond of filial affection.  

Open to us the treasures won by a life of  

humility, chastity, integrity and self-control; 

obtain for us the spirit of the interior life so that through thee [you],  

purity, simplicity and obedience may fill our souls.  

Protect the Josephites and those who govern them.  

Grant that none may be drawn to them 

but those capable of giving glory to God;  

bless all our benefactors and in spite of unworthiness,  

extend your blessing also                                                                                                               

on those for whom we wish to pray.  

May our hearts always                                                                                                                              

be devoted to you. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
9 Possibly an English translation of an older Belgian Josephite prayer. 
   This is used every day in the month of March in England, the month traditionally dedicated to St Joseph. modified 
for general use 

Stained glass window of the Holy 

Family at work. Mary spinning 

and Joseph with a Young Jesus 

working in the Carpentry. 

Josephite Mother House Chapel, 

Belgium 
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PRAYERS TO ST JOSEPH THE WORKER 
 

Prayer to St Joseph the Worker10 
 

O Joseph,  

model for all who labour, Pray to God with us. 

It is an honour to use the gifts and to develop the talents he has given us 

May his grace strengthen us to work with order and patience,  

thankfulness and joy. 

We pray that we may strive dutifully and conscientiously to fulfil our tasks,  

that all our accomplishments may benefit others and serve their needs.  

Then may the Lord crown our efforts at the hour of our death,  

that we may join you in praising him forever. 

Amen 
 

Glorious St Joseph, Model of Those Who Labor11 
  

 Glorious St Joseph,  

model of all those who are devoted to labour, 

obtain for us [me] the grace to work conscientiously, 

putting the call of duty above our [my] own will; 

May we [I] work with thankfulness and joy, 

considering it an honor to employ and develop 

by means of labor, the gifts received from God; 

to work with order, peace, prudence and patience, 

ensuring our [my] time, talents and treasure are never squandered.   

May we [I] work, above all, with purity of intention, 

Never surrendering to weariness or difficulties; 

May we [I] offer  

All for Jesus 

All for Mary 

After thy example O Holy Patriarch St Joseph 

Amen 

 
10 Suggested for use in connection with the Feast of St Joseph the Worker - May 1st -   
    which is also the Josephite  Foundation Day in 1817. It could be used as a novena prayer leading up to that Feast 
11 A prayer found on the internet, remodeled by Fr Aidan-Peter CJ 
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Prayer to St Joseph for Workers 12 

 

O Glorious Saint Joseph, 

Remind all who work that they are not alone  

in their labor, their joy or their sufferings, 

because Jesus is by their side,  

with Mary, his Mother and ours,  

supporting them, wiping the sweat form their brows,  

and setting a value on their toil. 

Teach them to use their labour,  

as you did, as a supreme means of attaining holiness. 

Amen. 

 

Prayer for the Spirit of Work13 

 

God our Father 

Creator and ruler of the universe, 

in every age You call us  

to use and develop our gifts for the good of others.  

With St Joseph as our model and guide, 

help us to do the work you have asked 

and come to the rewards you have promised. 

Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

 

 
          Jesus, Mary and Joseph  

          (Josephite Stained Glass window in Belgium) 
 

 

 

 
12 This prayer was composed by Pope St John XXIII and was included in a collection of the Josephite community 
prayers 
    used at St George’s, Weybridge UK. 
13 Sometimes used at daily staff prayers at St Louis de Montfort parish CA. Adapted By Fr A-P from the internet 
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Two Prayers to St Joseph by Daniel Korn CScR 
 

Good and Gracious God14 
 

Good and gracious God,  

in your loving plan of salvation,  

you chose Saint Joseph as husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary  

and guardian and protector of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ.  

Through the intercession of Saint Joseph,  

may we always enjoy the assistance of his prayers in this life,  

and may we receive a welcome into the happiness of heaven. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ your Son, our Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

one God for ever and ever.  

Amen 

 

Glorious St Joseph, Tender Hearted Father.15 

 

Glorious Saint Joseph, you are,  

tender-hearted father, 

faithful guardian of Jesus, and  

chaste spouse of the Mother of God. 

We [I] ask you to join with us [me] in praising and thanking God the creator  

through Jesus Christ who died on the cross  

and rose again to give us new life. 

In remembering your life and deeds,  

help us [me] to come to experience in [our] my daily lives [life]  

the holy presence of the Trinity alive within us [me].  

May we [I] be instruments of your healing mercy16  

to all those with whom we [I] live and work.  

Amen 

 

 
14 by Brother Daniel Korn CScR 
15 by Brother Daniel Korn CScR 
16 Adapted from the original “an instrument of good news and healing” to express our charism more directly. 
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Three short prayers to St Joseph by Cardinal Leo Jozef Suenens17 

 
St Joseph Protector of the Family of Nazareth 
 

Saint Joseph, 
protector of the family of Nazareth, 
we entrust you with the future of our family,  
that we may have homes  
of hospitality and love.  
Help us with the Christian education  

 of the children you have placed in our care. Amen 
 

St Joseph, Example of all Who Work 
 

Saint Joseph, 
example for all who work, 
we entrust you with our daily tasks, 
so that they might contribute  

 to the well-being of every person. 
 Help us undertake it 
 in a spirit of service, 
 we pray for anyone looking for work. Amen 

 

St Joseph, Guardian of the Church 
 

Saint Joseph 
faithful guardian of the Church, 
to whom God placed in charge of the mysteries of the Holy Family, 
inspire all Christians, that they might be faithful witnesses 
to the gospel, always and everywhere, 
in the middle of a world, 
that is so desperately looking 
to brotherhood and peace.   Amen 
 
 

 
17 From Beste Sint Jozef by +Leo Jozef Kard. Suenens translation Fr Aidan-Peter CJ 


