
Please note the entry policy in place at the moment
From this forth-coming weekend, 27/28 June, the parish will be returning
to the normal Mass Schedule. However the “100 only” cap on numbers in
the  church  at  any  one  time  is  still  in  place. We  are  not  at  liberty  to,
‘Squeeze one more in’; we are under the legislative prescriptions of both
State and Archdiocese. Hopefully, soon but not yet, this cap will be eased or
completely lifted.

We know this can cause frustration. It  frustrates the pastoral  team too.
However, if you arrive when the church has reached capacity you must be
patient about this and not lose your cool with the volunteers who have
kindly  put  themselves  out  to  facilitate  this  new,  hopefully  temporary,
reality. We are sorry, but please accept you will not be allowed in.

We also know there is strong feeling about the authority of the state in
relationship to the Church, so, we offer these two teaching points.

St Paul reminds us in Romans 13. “That everyone is to obey the governing
authorities, because there is no authority except from God and so whatever
authorities exist have been appointed by God”

Jesus also gives the Apostles, and since them their successors the Bishops,
the authority to “bind and loose”. Mathew 16:19  "I will give you the keys
of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will  be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven."

It  is in light of these two scriptural teachings that Archbishop José has
been working and legislating for the safety of the members of the Church
in the Archdiocese. The pastoral team of the parish is under his authority
and we cannot override it, much as you may want us to do.

Thank you, Fr Aidan-Peter CJ


