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Pope Francis tells us, as did Pope Benedict and Pope St John Paul II before him, that the face of God is mercy. St John the 

Evangelist gives us the perfect definition of God in his 1st letter when he says God is love; this is God’s nature. But for us how do 

we recognise, receive and appreciate this love that is God?  Well essentially it is through mercy. God relates to us through mercy. 

In Trinitarian terms the immanence of God’s nature is his unity in love and this pours out into creation in the economy of his 

mercy. From the beginning of time until now God is merciful.   

THE OLD TESTAMENT                        

ADAM AND EVE  /  CREATION AND FALL               
MERCY POINT 1  If God is love and his face is mercy then it is to be understood that the Imago Dei that we present 

to the world must also reflect that merciful love. We are most clearly the imago when we are merciful.                   

MERCY POINT 2  Mercy does not mean being let off the punishment it does however mean that restitution is needed 

and will come. Mercy thus saves us from damnation. Mercy thus has a spiritual and salvific quality.         

MERCY POINT 3 Mercy is never earned, it is a gift given by the initiative of God.                     

A COVENANT RELATIONSHIP BASED UPON MERCY              
MERCY POINT 4 The reason God invites and allows us back into a relationship with Him is his ever patient mercy. 

Our relationship with God is rooted in this mercy based covenant.                   

ABRAHAM   Gen 18-19 and 22                

MERCY POINT 5  It is in the receiving of mercy or being the instrument of mercy that we see the nature of God 

revealed. We are called through being instruments of mercy to reveal the very nature of God.           

MERCY POINT 6  We can trust the God of mercy if we are faithful. If we are not faithful we can fall into the trap of 

presumption upon God’s mercy.                    

MOSES   Exodus 34                 

MERCY POINT 7  God reveals his nature is benign, paternal, gentle, and constant.                

MERCY POINT 8  God’s mercy is neither to be manipulated nor presumed upon.                  

MERCY POINT 9 God’s mercy is womb like, enfolding, holding, cherishing, nurturing. God is Mother as well as 

Father.                     

MERCY POINT 10  Mercy is the expression to us of God’s loving kindness, slowness to anger and faith love. It is the 

expression in creation of his divine nature. It is how we connect with God, it is the most practical outpouring of his 

Grace, his life to us.                       

THIS IS MOST POWERFULLY SEEN IN THE PROPHETS                
MERCY POINT 11  God’s merciful love is affective as well as effective. It almost at times seems to come out of a deep 

and abiding sadness in God for his beloved ones and the estrangement between us and Him.                

THE NEW TESTAMENT                    

MARY                     
MERCY POINT 12 Mercy is not just response it is also a driving force for change and justice. Mercy is the agent of 

liberation.                      

JOHN THE BAPTIST                    
MERCY POINT 13  Mercy is a constant process of personal conversion to the spirit of God’s divine nature and will 

for us. If in the Catholic tradition we consider faith and works then the works that express faith are of necessity mercy 

filled.                           

THE STORY OF ZACCHEUS                  
MERCY POINT 14  The encounter with mercy if fully received is transforming                 

THE WOMAN TAKEN IN ADULTERY                
MERCY POINT 15 Mercy is the game not blame. God in Christ is not interested in the accusations, the blame or 

indeed the sins but rather the person and how to woo them back (Hosea like).                

MERCY POINT 16 When we witness someone experiencing God’s mercy can it be a challenge for us to change too. 

MERCY POINT 17  Mercy is gift, it is not earned not earned, we have no right to it nor even to expect it so that when 

we experience it is  all the more profoundly life enhancing if not life changing.                 

THE PARABLE OF THE PRODIGAL SON                
MERCY POINT 18   Mercy has to be learnt/rediscovered. We lost this essential part of the Imago Dei in the Fall and 

we have to rediscover it again and again and then live by the renewal it brings.                                                    

MERCY POINT 19  The Instrument of mercy does not have to be persuaded to be merciful but like God is impelled to 

mercy in the face of faithful hearts and conversion.                     

THE GOOD THIEF AT THE CRUCIFIXION                
MERCY POINT 20  Mercy is the expression of the Kingdom par excellence. “Thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven” we say in the Lord’s Prayer. Mercy is Kingdom business. It is the Kingdom made flesh. It bridges heaven and 

earth.                               

PAUL SUMS IT UP FOR US  in Titus 3:5                         

“He saved us not because of any works of righteousness that we have done but according to his mercy”. 



THE CORPORAL AND SPIRITUAL WORKS OF MERCY 

are actions we can perform that extend God’s compassion and mercy to those in need. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CORPORAL WORKS OF MERCY 
The Corporal Works of Mercy are these kind acts by which 

we help our neighbors with their material and physical 

needs.  

Feed the hungry 

Quench the thirsty 

Shelter the homeless 

Clothe the naked 

Visit the sick and imprisoned 

Bury the dead 

Give alms to the poor 
 

SPIRITUAL WORKS OF MERCY 

The Spiritual Works of Mercy are acts of compassion, 

below, by which we help our neighbors with their 

emotional and spiritual needs.  

Instruct the ignorant 

Advise the doubtful 

Admonish the sinner 

Console the living and the dead 

Comfort the afflicted 

Forgive offences 

Bear wrongs patiently 
 

THE FRUITS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT  

“Just so, every good tree bears good fruit, and a rotten tree 

bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a 

rotten tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear 

good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. So by 

their fruits you will know them.” (Matthew 7:17-20) 

This passage in Matthew's Gospel helps us to understand 

the Fruits of the Holy Spirit, which are the observable 

behaviors of people who have allowed the grace of the 

Holy Spirit to be effective in them. The tradition of the 

Church lists 12 fruits: 

Charity   

Generosity   

Joy 

Gentleness 

Peace                  

Faithfulness   

Patience   

Modesty 

Kindness    

Self-control   

Goodness   

Chastity 

THE GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

 In the Book of Isaiah 11:2-3, the Gifts of the Holy Spirit 

are described. In the passage the gifts are considered ones 

that the Messiah would have possessed. Through Jesus, we 

also receive the Gifts of the Holy Spirit in the Sacrament 

of Confirmation. 

Wisdom  
helps us recognize the importance of others and 

the importance of keeping God central in our 

lives. 

Understanding  
is the ability to comprehend the meaning of 

God's message. 

Knowledge  
is the ability to think about and explore God's 

revelation, and also to recognize there are 

mysteries of faith beyond us. 

Counsel  
is the ability to see the best way to follow God's 

plan when we have choices that relate to him. 

Fortitude  
is the courage to do what one knows is right. 

Piety  
helps us pray to God in true devotion. 

Fear of the Lord  
is the feeling of amazement before God, who is 

all-present, and whose friendship we do not want 

to lose. 
 

Note that Mercy is not listed amongst the fruits or gifts of the Holy Spirit. That is because it is part of God’s 

creative intent for our human nature; to be his image /  face to the world – to be His “Face of Mercy”. 

Whilst mercy is an outward movement of God flowing into and through us. The other word missing from the 

above lists is Thanksgiving, the inward movement from us to God;     Eucharistia is the heart of our spirituality.  

The Eucharist is the source & summit of our life in God. 

Our Christian life can/should be characterised and summed up as a life of thanksgiving for the 

grace of being God’s merciful face in this world. Simply put we thank God for being his 

instruments of mercy.  


