
Readings for the Week 
Monday:  Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14; Lk 5:17-26 
 

Tuesday:  Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1-4; Eph 1:3-6,  
 11-12; Lk 1:26-38 
 

Wednesday:  Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10;  
 Mt 11:28-30 
 

Thursday:  Is 41:13-20; Ps 145:1, 9, 10-13ab; 
 Mt 11:11-15 
 

Friday:  Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-4; Mt 11:16-19 
 

Saturday:  Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab; 
 Jdt 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 or  
 Lk 1:39-47, 
 or any readings from the Common of the 
 Blessed Virgin Mary, nos. 707-712 
 

Sunday:  Is 61:1-2a, 10-11; Lk 1:46-50, 53-54; 
 1 Thes 5:16-24; Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 

God’s Delay 

In times of great difficulties scoffers taunt us, “Where is 
God? Why hasn’t your Lord come to save you now?” 
And we of faith respond much in the same way as Peter 
did in today’s second reading: the “delay” of the Lord’s 
second coming is not any type of punishment or failure to 
keep the divine promise, but a loving sign of God’s 
patience. God is giving everyone the chance to seek 
repentance. 
God does not make life more difficult. Rather, God 
lessens our burdens as once before for the Jewish exiles 
returning home to Judea after captivity in Babylon. It was 
God who personally led them, making a “straight 
highway” for them across the desert. 
We join with our ancestors of faith, who hoped that they 
might see God’s Chosen One before them and who 
eventually realized that the Lord was also walking with 
them side by side. 
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Today’s Readings  
First Reading — The rugged land shall be made a plain; 
the rough country, a broad valley (Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11). 
Psalm — Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us 
your salvation (Psalm 85). 
Second Reading — Conduct yourselves in holiness, 
hastening the coming of the day of God (2 Peter 3:8-14). 
Gospel — I have baptized you with water; he will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit (Mark 1:1-8). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary 
for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in 
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Saints and Special Observances 

Sunday:  Second Sunday of Advent 
Monday:  St. Ambrose; 
  Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 
Tuesday:  The Immaculate Conception of the 
  Blessed Virgin Mary 
Wednesday:  St. Juan Diego 
Thursday:  International Human Rights Day; 
  Hanukkah begins at sunset 
Friday:  St. Damasus I 
Saturday:  Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Feast of Faith 

Watching for Christ’s Coming 
In the season of Advent, we look to the coming of Christ 
at the end of time, and we prepare ourselves to celebrate 
his first coming among us at Christmas. Remembrance of 
the past is combined with preparation for the future. 
Memory meets action. 
In a certain sense, the Mass is an Advent prayer. At the 
Last Supper, Jesus did not tell his disciples, “Never forget 
what I did for you.” Instead, he said, “Do this in 
remembrance of me.” He calls us to remember by doing, 
to combine memory with action. In the celebration of the 
Eucharist, remembering and doing become one. Jesus is 
as present in our midst as he was in that upper room, 
breaking the bread and sharing the cup; but it is a new 
kind of presence, seen only with the eyes of faith. In the 
heavenly liturgy, there will be no need of sacraments, for 
there, “celebration is wholly communion and 
feast” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1136). Here, 
things are different. We have only glimpses and flashes of 
the beauty that is yet to be. And yet, in the liturgy, we 
truly participate in the heavenly liturgy. The Mass is our 
foretaste of the joys of heaven. 
—Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



Second Sunday of Advent 
Prepare the Way of the Lord 

 
Saint Peter shows us a characteristic of God that we 
normally do not think about. He tells us that for God, 
"a day is like a thousand years and a thousand years 
like one day" (1 Peter 3:8). Somehow, God is not 
restricted by time as we are. Taken literally, that 
seems to violate the laws of physics. Of course, God 
made those laws, so if anyone can ignore them, God 
certainly could. More likely, because early Christians 
sometimes complained that Jesus' second coming 
had been delayed, Peter is trying to tell us that what 
seems like a long time to us is nothing to God. 
Like the early Christians, we may wonder how long 
it will take for God to answer our prayers. We may 
be praying for someone who is looking for a job, a 
sick relative, an end to abortion, or world peace. 
Some prayers just take time to be answered, 
especially if a large number of people need to change 
their hearts to make it happen. Some prayers require 
us to change, and we may not be ready. 
What Peter means is that a thousand years is not too 
long for God if someone needs that long to repent. 
God is far more patient than we are. If someone had 
been fighting me for months or years, I would 
probably give up on them. But God can wait till we 

Treasures From Our Tradition  
“Outward signs instituted by Christ to give grace” is the often-memorized definition of sacrament, but through more 
than five decades of reform we have rediscovered the power of sacrament to bestow grace by reshaping our lives as 
individuals and communities. Not so long ago, most people were not attentive to the nature of sacrament as an act of the 
Church, a power that flows from the Body of Christ. Fifty years ago, we were inclined to see a sacrament as an 
encounter between Christ and an individual. 
Today, we see that definition does not go far enough. God’s grace is not a trickle, but a gushing torrent washing over the 
whole Church. Like a photographer pulling back the camera for a broader picture, today we are not only interested in the 
person who is being baptized, reconciled, or anointed. We think about how celebrating a sacrament transforms a 
community. We think about the grace given by Christ to the community that baptizes or marries or ordains or confirms. 
Sacraments are for the good of the community. Even when it appears to be a private, hidden moment, as in individual 
confession, a sacrament is always for the sake of the whole body, always more than “meets the eye.” 
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

are mature enough to face our sins and be sorry for 
them. In the same way, God has been "waiting" over 
two thousand years for us to preach the gospel to all 
nations. God has been waiting for millennia for 
people to give up war as a means for solving our 
problems. God has been waiting since the beginning 
of the human race for us to learn how to love our 
neighbor. 
We might not be as patient as God but we can help. 
Saint Peter says that we are not just waiting for the 
Lord's return, we are hastening it. When we make a 
choice that is based on faith rather than selfishness, 
we make it a little easier for people to believe in 
God. Jesus is the light of the world; he asks us to let 
our light shine, so that people can see Jesus in us. 
May our light "prepare the way of the Lord" (Mark 
1:3). 
Tom Schmidt, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co.  

Second Sunday of Advent 
December 6, 2020 

 
Every valley shall be filled in, 

every mountain and hill 
shall be made low. 

    —Isaiah 40:4 
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Help Us Help Others
 Call
 1-800-974-3571

PARISHIONERS: NEW AND CHANGE OF ADDRESS
We welcome you! If you would like to register or receive more information about our parish, please 
complete this portion and place it in the collection basket or mail it to the Parish Office.

 Name ________________________________________________________________

 Address _____________________________________________________________

 City __________________________________ Zip ___________________________

 Phone ______________________ E-Mail __________________________________
                                                                                            (Please print clearly to ensure accuracy)

 ◻ New Parishioner ◻ New Phone
 ◻ New Address ◻ Moving, please remove from mailing list
     I am interested in these particular ministries __________________________________________________

    _______________________________________________________________________________________________

BERNARDO’S BOOKKEEPING
& PAYROLL SERVICE

Accounting & Tax Preparation
Office: (805) 934-1371
Cell: (805) 878-4809

ROSIE BERNARDO, LOCAL PARISHIONER

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Catholic Cruises and Tours
and The Apostleship of the Sea
of the United States of America
Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email

eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Take your
FAITH
ON A

JOURNEY.

(CST 2117990-70)

Grow Your Business, Advertise Here.
Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!
email: kwiatkowskim@jspaluch.com

Call Marcy Kwiatkowski
925.239.1401

www.jspaluch.com
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1003 E. Stowell Rd. 922-8463

2151 South College Drive

Suite 201

Santa Maria, CA 93455

805-928-3928
www.DrRHealy.com 

General &  Esthetic Dentistry
2151 S. College Drive, Suite 202 (805) 922-3939 

    Parishioner

Residential - Commercial - Industrial

Family Owned and Operated
Local Parishioner

Specialize in:
Sealing, Striping, Patching

Paving, Overlays & Crack Filling
805-619-7800       Free Estimates

Comstock
& Wagner

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
■ Family Law
■ Bankruptcy
■ Wills & Trusts

805.361.0737
912 South Broadway

Santa Maria
www.ComstockAndWagner.com

Parishioner

Life Insurance is for the Living
Invest time now to make sure
that your loved ones can stay

in their world if you’re not there.
Call DAVID R. STOCKDALE

Independent Agent

CA Insurance Lic. #0664414
220 E. Clark Avenue, Suite C

Orcutt, CA 93455
(805) 937-8439
Parishioner

805-925-9565
600 E. Betteravia Rd.,

Santa Maria 93454

www.Stowassergmc.com

A SPLENDID LIVING
Residential Care for the Elderly

805.714.9063
2305 Caballero Ln.  Santa Maria CA 93455

Tina Roberts/Owner
LIC. #425801838

 
 Vivian La Fuente  805.363.0730 

  REALTOR®  lafuentevivian@yahoo.com 

 CA DRE 01804415 

 Corp. #01914622  
 
225 S. FIRST ST., ORCUTT, CA 93455   | COMMERCIAL | RESIDENTIAL | LAND 

All Dolled up by Sebrina

@ Salon Renew Old Orcutt

Miracles Performed Daily

760.485.6640
Seniors 25% off 1st Visit

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping

FREE Activation

NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95
a month

✔Ambulance
✔Police 
✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL NOW! 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month

• No Long-Term Contract

• Price Guarantee

• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!


